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IBN! At the firſt view of your Letter 
SEM || to my friend I begun to apprehend 
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BA NN you had transformed your ſelf into. 


an Apoſtle of Chriſt , borrowed 2 
mantle of light z and perceivin 
ouſo cunning as from a plautible miſapplications 
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ut how quickly am I releived of theſe appre 
nd how much more happily have you your ſelf de- 
Red that which, though by me evinced by cleareft 
rgutments , yet could not have been ſo much as na- 
ed without your complaint of reviling and perſe- 
ion ; if your infinuation of a brotherly reſpe#', and 
air profeſſions of Chriſtian charity,freedome from wrath, 
alice , and bitterneſſe, pity, compaſſſon ,' adeep and 
| A 2 | - 


e goſpel precepts of charity, meeknefs, patience, & -- 
elike graces to ſtudy your advantages againſt 2 juſt * - 
d zealous indignation occaſioned by provocationg... 
/hich might almoſt excuſe the greateſt excefſe; be. > AN 
aſt I could expeR was a non-contradifting praticey'*. 
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affeting concernment ſor Gods glory and religious ad 
vancement » high pretendings for humilitie , meekneſſe 
and true holineſſe , a tender reguard to the union 


Chriſts body , and daylie panting for an eſcape. from the 


contentions and confuſtons here below , unto theſe regio 


of peace and joy above , even unto the underyaluing of 


Epiſcopacy aſwell as Presbytery had been followed 
with an uniforme ſtraine 1n all other parts, they migh 
have proven very pernicious deceivings z but ſeing 
that , beſide the flee and ſcornetul mixcures which 
obyiouſly bewray themſzlves through the whole 
tenor of your Letter, yow are often tranſported ro 
the very rudeſt and fouleſt eruptions , accuſing your 
oppolitas a ſcurrilous bouffon , bloudy incendiary , 4 
gent of hell, equal to BeelZebub , guilty of the crime 
Cham , and in hazard of Canaans curſe , unjuſt , mali- 
* Ejous and cruel in reproaches , nay in the gall of bit 
zerneſſe, and finally whom in the firſt page you ac- 
coaſted as your brother , repreſenting him in the laſt as 
guilty of rebellion and treaſon, worthie to be made an 
example to all ſuch deſperat incendiaries , ſure I am that 
he, who cannot in theſe yariant methods diſcerne your 
hypocriſy , muſt yet acknowledge a ſtrength of ma- 
lice above its ſubtilty. However Sir in returne to the 
acceptable deliverance you have given me from med- 
ling further in ſuch naughty ſuffe , all the uſe I make 
of this obſervation $hall be to let yon ſee that you are 
bur a man of like paſſions with us, and that though 
theinſolence of the Surveyer did in effe& conſtraine 
my friend to ſome heat and sharpeneſle , yet we do 
allo know in its exigence how to cut off occaſion 
from them which defireit, and te redargue your 
vaine glorying in the mylder & calmer graces (ſo to 
ſpeake) by a more conſiſtent imitation , in which 
reſolution I addreſſe my ſelf to a short review of your 
Letter, | 
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And firſt taking God to witneſſe of theſe groanes and bk 

teares ax our + = Aa diftempers fe draw i 43 ſome of 

you » whom we ſo much perſecute» you fall; into your 

Je heavy regrates to ſee the great deſignes of Godlineſſe and 

Off piety ſuffering ſo much from ſome who pretend ſo highly, 

and yet are more concerned for a few inconſiderable opi- 

' nions and niceties then for charity , meekneſſe » unity , 
and obedience to Authority , or for carrying on the great 

end for which Chriſt died &c. Sir, though I may 

not dire&ly call in queſtion your truth and fincerity 

inthis appeale , yet ſeing that all men know how 

that you or at leaſt moſt of that party whereunto you 

aſſociat did with hands lifted up to the moſt high 

God engage fincerely , really > and conſtantly to 

own hs, mantaine theſe things which you do here 

plainely diſowne and blaſpheme , give rae leaye to 

remember you thac though deceivers may deceive 

themſelves aſwell as others , yet God will not be 

mocked. If theſe furious and unchriftian diftempers., 

the obje of your groanes and teares , and the prrſe= 

SF cutions thar you mention'be indeed nothing elſe then 

AJ the zealous diſſent and teſtimony of ſuch who, in 

ty the feare of the ſa;mehighand holy Lord God whom 

if you atteſt , dare not comply with thepreſent mani « 

| feſt bakflidings, and for which they have ben grei 

*F voully vexed , and if this your CharaQer of their way 

"| aSfury be onely either from deluſion of intereſt or de= 

*| licacy of humor), it is much to be feared that he who 

| is thecrueand faithful witneſſe shall one day witneſſe 

| 

| 
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againſt you and not for you ; one thing I am perſwad- 
edof, that whoever ar preſent is a true mourner be- 
forethe Lord and as in his fight, doth not more finde 
the reigning ſins of the Land and the deſolations and 
profanations of Gods ſanRuary to be his principal 
motive , then the cauſes which you alligne to be falſe 
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 ahd deceitful. The great defignes of godlineſſe do cer- dil 

rainly ſuffer much , And O that God would as mani-JG 
 feftly declare. the auchors ot theſe ſufferring , as all 

men know their beginnings. That we are the men Ti 
you point at by this overconcernement for a few in=[® 

confiderable and diſputable opinions is aboudantly ob-JV6 

vious, bur feing you arenot ashamed to terme theſe 

things in conſiderable and diſputable , which yer doe as 

certainly , . both by their inſtitution, and 1m our ex- 

rience , conduce to the great ends of holineſſe and 

haiecke, as from Scripture and cleare reaſon they 

were evidently determined , and by moſt righteous 

and ſolemne lawes and cannons and ſacred oathes eſta- 

blished amongſt us , it were unteaſonable for me to 

redargue your ws GB » as for your prejudicial 

comparing of Ordinances with Deties , and your eng 

deavours , by magnifying the ends of religion , to Y 

vilify its midles as meere nicities , it is a peice of art ſo P 

frequently praiſed by G. B. in his dialogues ,” and by] * 

his antagoniſt ſo ſoberly and convincingly diſcover-ſj © 

ed, thar Ineed to adde nothing, onely let metell b 

you that he whocruely values the death and reſurrec- ( 

tion of our Lord Jeſus, as he will aſſuredly dearely 
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eſteeme all his purchaſe for, & gifts unto his Church, 
ſo in theſe bacſlidings , oppoſitions , and over- 
turaings which we have ſeen, he cannot bnt judge 
your compliant charity , unſeaſonable nieekneſſe  eaſeſub 
pexce, conſpiring unity , and exceſſive obedience to mans 
authority , to be at beſt the delultons of a lukewarme 
indifferent ; you ſay There is 4 generation who was 
once by appearance ſeriouſly minding their ſouls » but now 
are taken off that noble exerciſe ; thus you diſcerne the 
change bur cannot diſcerne its cauſes , nay of theſe 
youare ſo willingly ignorant that while youreferre 
them to fooliſh and unlearned queſtions, you altogethet 
jg: diſſembie 


| , "2" 
-- {diflemble who were the firſt moyers 5 this pace: 
i Church was injoying (alchough with ſome infirmiegy); © 
11Jour Lords pure miniſtry and Goverment, and then 
-n {Theſe excellent leſſons of charity » patience , bumility'y 
1=Imeckneſſe > and tru holineſſe , though not in your per. 
».Jverſe application , werein ſomerequeſt, when, be« 
ſ>Jhold, as if we had been delivered from our civil bon- 
as8dage to commit all theſe abominations , 2 furious 
«. [tempeſt of perjury , violence, and apoſtaſy broken 
.dffupon us » not onely to the ſubverſion of the Lords 
work , but to the laying walte of all religion and con= 
ſcience » what mad and uncraQable queſtions , and 
,. {unreaſonable and violent Frag 4 faithful remnanc 
of have fince been exerciſed with the Lord knoweth , 
[| this one thing Iam aſſured of chat whateyer advan= 
> tage you may take of failings , whereunto youforce 
| them ,-and however you may vaunt yourſelfin empty 
0 
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proffſions , yer » by their conſtant ſedfaſtneſſe in 

midſt of ſo many trials , they have witneſſed a meaſure” 
.þ of true Charity , patience , humility , meekneſſe , and 
1} holineſſe that Shall be remembred for ateſtimony for 
.| God and his truth to all generations ; palling there» 
; | fore your groundleſſe and childish reflexion of our 
ſpeaking again#t Biſhops , as if what you oblerve moſt 
we were beft pleaſed with, and your more abſurd and 
ridiculous retortion as if we had ruined religion » be- 
trayed Chrift , and ſold him for the gratifying forſooth 
of our humors aud paſſions (a ſtrange price) when as the 
real mony that your Bishops received for him is to 
be found in their coffers , the blood of his ſaints in 
theirskirts , and under the colour of a name the very 
ſcandal and ſcorne of all religion in their lives ; Q- 
mitting alſo that moſt cenſortous calumny of our cen- 


ſuring , traducing y railing , forging , and publiſhing of 
lies which you caſt frag. without the leaſt veins 
A 4 tion, 
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| tion, and contrary to the evidence of that prof: 
nity , falſchood , and perjury on your part that i 
ſufficient to juſtify the higheſt accuſation, I wish ye 
could yet conſider and lay to heart that it is not by r 
non-compliance and teſtifying of our Lords faithty 
members againſt _—_ bak(lidersthat the ligament: 
of his body are diſſolved , but by the breaking of hi 
bonds aſſunder , and caſting away of his coards fron 
youzthat your party have rebelled againſt the Lord our 
Headand King, and laboured for the very deſtruRior 
of picty and true religion among us. If with thele _ 
you were rightly and deeply affeted your ſoul would 
rather abhorre the wicked , who have marred and re 
moved our truepeace , then teſtify an averſion for 
ſuch who, at their own coſt , darenot joine in your 
finfull confederacy, & in place of precipitating an el. 
cape from the contentions and confuſions here below by 
your atery aſpirings to theſe regions of peace and joy about 
you would preferre for a time.thac warfare of faith 
and _ » againſt the wickedneſle , flander , and 
p- ecutions of this evil generation whereuato the 
rd hath called us. Sir this is thepath that theſe have 
trode who out of great tribulation are arrived , and 
do ſtand before the throne in white with their palmes 
of victory , ſinging anew ſong. Y our excellive charity 
towards anungodly world , and fond and finful cour- 
ting of peace on any termes wil but in end deceive you 
the narrow way of lite admits not of your latitude, & 
heaven knowes not your comprehenſion. 

In thenextplace youare for Feremiah's wilderneſſe, 
and vponthe wings of the ſame fancy you flee alſoro 
David's retirement > why © would you ſo ſoone leave 
theſe aſſemblies of treacherous men which you did freely 
choiſe? or doth the not ceding of a ſmal aflited party 
toall your impolings ſeeme to you le terrible a Sous 
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and tempeſt © Nay certainly, were there no other ar. 
gument , the obvious eafineſſe of the execution with - 
your contrair forbearanceis eneug heto redargue theſe 
your wishes either of a wretched peevishneſſe , or 
a worle diflimulation. 

You forbid my triend to think that all thy is the effe& 
of your Jeal for Epiſcopacy, And 1 dare affirme that 
without your ſuggeſtion it had never come into his 
thought, the giddic inſtabilitie ofthe now-Bishop of 
Dumblaines weak Fantaſtick braine, diffatiſhed with 
both Prelacy and Presbyrterie > whom neither the 
ſmal cure of Newbottle . nor the more abſtrat re. 
treat of the colledge of Edenburrough , nor his owne 
choice the Bishoprick of Dumblaine couid formerly 
fixe, and the preſent accetlion of Glaſgow doth as 
little pleaſe > and yet in diſcourſe alwayes longing 
either for cheshaddes of the grave or the reſt aboye , 
is not {o rare athing but you may be tainted by the 
ſame orthe like maladie. 

But the cauſe of your wearineſle is your ſolicitude 
for the great Biſhop of ſouls , whom my friend you ſay #5 
ell doing whatin him lies to depoſe from his Goverment and 
d Kingdome » Which you adde is neither in- meats nor 
sf drinks , neither in Epiſcopacy nor Preſbyterie , but in 
mh righteouſneſſe and peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt : what 
*j a boldacculation have we here £ The zeal of Chriſts 
by government and Kingdome 1s that whichin a manner: 
E eats up my friend , he aſſerts not onely its internal and 
"8 ſpiritual power ,. but alſo its external and viſible ad- 
«| miniſtration , conſiſting in theſe lawes and ordinances 
of which our Lord by vertue of that All-power given 
ex unto him hath expreſlely appointed , and the whole 
Jy} ſcopeof his writing is in defence of righteouſneſſe , 
andto eftablish the peace aud joy of all its followers , 
and yetyou are contident to ſay without any reaſon , 

| | chat 


the Kingdome of God is neither im meats nor drinks , 
and thereby all the trash of your unwarranted ceremo- 
nies 1s evidently rejected , bur if under this you judge 


the uſurpation of Epiſcopacy & ordinance of Preſbyte=. 


rieto be equally compriled , I really feare that in the 
temptation the ſame errror may ſubſtitute to you the 
Meſſe and the Lords ſupper, or the Alcoran and the Bible 
with the ſame per{waſton. 

The next thing that occurres is your opmion of E- 
piſcopacie , and I am aſſured that as to this whole pa= 
ragraph you may already finde your ſelf ſo exa&tly and 
fully anſwered ia a little treatiſe anenc the late accom- 
modation, that according to your owne verdi& all 
that read it will account you deceived if youletit paſſe 
without a reply. 

Asto what enſues , viz , your reſolution to forebeare 
both rallerie and injurie , and yet immediatlie objec- 
ting dull > ag your meen and 1l phraſed boaſt of 
cauſing flaſhes of a left handed witt rebound , your pur- 
poſe of ſeriouſneſſe which ye: you onely terme 4 ſeri- 
ous mood and is not indeed more permanent , your 
promiſe not to raill, obſerved juſt aſwell as you haye 
done other promiſes and vowes far more unportant\ 
and the prejudice which you endeavour'to infinuat 
from the alledged general diſlike even of good Miniſiers 
of our owne pate 0 26 againſt my friends book; As to 
theſe things I ay I shall content my ſelf with the na= 
ked obſervation , onely as to this laſt I may affirme 
it upon good ground that , what ever diſhike ſome 
good meas over-kinde charitie or civilitie rowards 
you » or the temper of their particular diſpoſitions 
may make them expreſſe of this book in certaine Cir» 
cumſtantial points , yet the ſubſtance of the work 
both tor acureneſle aud ſoliditic hath the very conſens 
tient 


S. T——_ 
that heir derg what inhimlyes to depoſe him. It's true. 


et 
| tent approbation of all of our way, and is alſo ac- 


knowledged for ſuch by many of yours, nay further [ 
am perſwaded that as none of your champions have 
as yet ventured upon its refutgtion , ſo while reaſon 
and right remaine among men it shall alwayes be ef- 
teemed a Maſter peice tor juſt liberty and againſt ty- 
rannie. 

1, But now you begin your ontſer , and for the firſt 
attacque you object againſt its  rallerie and reviling , 
the firſt as ſcurrilows , fooliſh , light , courſe, dull , flat , 
a puddel and kennel of putrid matter , and the latter 
bitter and unexamplified railing againſt the lawes of h 


ture, civilitie » and Scripture , foo iſh andQipious in=Ks. © 
ſulting » unjuſt » cruel, and what not ; 1 ixing 


with both all che littlearts of fiyteing , ſuch ſee- 
ming tenderneſſe to condeſcend on particulars , mai- 
re& infinuations rather then plaine cenſures , a high 
and ſerious charge as before the great God , and then 
Shutting up all as it you had ſaid nothing , with aLord 
rebuke thee * And all this we muſt belcive to be ſaide 
without railing in ſober ſadneſſe » andin a humble ſubmiſ. 
flon to the Lords indignation , but as there can be no 
reaſon rendered to perſwade this laſt part , unlefſe it 
be that the words are yours , and delivered by you in 
one of your ſerious modes , ſo I am certaine that he 
who examines theſe your refletions, together -with 
the other paſſages that I obſerved in the entrie bythe 
rules which ye adduce againſt my friend will finde you 
by theſe alone equally reproved. | 
And really ſince you muſt acknowledge that an ap- 
parent necefhitie of 2 reraliation hath therein tranſpor- 
ted you far beyond your ordinarie traine , 1 almoſt 
wonder how you could goe thorow with ſuch a long 
winded inve&ive , haling and houting my friend.both 
before God and men , without the leaſt gs $9” 
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of the provocations he had received , but it 1s aboun- 
dantly manifeſt that however you have treated him 
with much ſeveritie, yet you have uſedjhis antagoniſt 
theSurveyer with a (lighting filence & contempt noth. 
, ing inferiour; waving therefore theſe idle andendleſle 
- trivings, all chat I returne to theſe your objeRions 
of rallerie and railing is firſt that your offering to dashe 
his whole booke and- every page of it with ſcurrile ral- 
lerie is an untruth ſo manifeſtly injurious, that I am 
periwaded , were itnot to ſerve a viſible deſtgne of 
flighting arguments which you cannot anſwer, all 
your contidence durſt not have averred it : I graunt 
his animadverſions upon the ſurveyers preface with 
the poitſcript of the book are by a juſt 6s vom 
proportioned to theirſubje&s , but as it is only from 
ſome little ſeeming advantages which you thence en- 
deavour to wreſte that you have aſſumed the courage 
to appeare againſt my friend in print , ſo I muſt con. 
clude that your attempt by ſuch a groundleſle flander 
to diſcredit theſe ſound rational my cloſle reaſonings 
wherwith the Author doth in other parts prove his 
aſſertions above your facultie of replying , 1s but a dil- 
1ngenuous artifice, _ 

Next as for your charge of railing and rcviling 1t 15 
ſuch an ordinary topick with all ch 4s canaot beare 
the freedome of truth thar it very little amuſeth me; 
onely let me remember you that ſeing malice and not 
the matter is the ſting of reviling , unleſſe you had 
evinced this to bean 1ingredicnt in my friends repre- 
ſentations your clamours are but an emprtie ſound : 
to call perjurie , violence , irreligion and wicked- 
neſſe by.their owne names andin due ſeaſon to teſtific 
both againſt theſe abominations and their Authors and 
actors with that burning zeal and cordial reſentment 


that all mcn owe to the glory of God and honour - 
S 


T 
his holy name is ſo far from contradiing any 20k. 
pel precept, that it is an indiſpenfble duetie, and 
often proves an effeuall meane tor the reclaiming ' 
even of theſe who ſeeme at firſt to be the objeRs of its.” 
vechemencie ; whither my friend was indeed ated ty 
the power and influence of this motive I am not care. 
ſul to inquire , the thing it ſelf doth ſo evidently de- 
clare it, yet if I might be heard to name evill things 
without the cenſure of evil ſpeakingzand if there beany 
place for gentleneſſe, meekneſie » and love , in teſtifying 
againſt ſuch perverſe tranſgreſſors , -I finde it in my 
heart to ſay as inthe ſight and feare of the great God, in 
a very ſerious and humble frame » with no other deſigne 
then that of Gods glory and my countreys good , that ſuch 
hath been the hainous and notorious apoſtaſie of our 
dayes , carried on by a perjurie ſo groſſe and blacke , 
and a violence ſo irrational , and fince attended with 
ſuch an utter abnegation of conſcience zinſolent ſcorne 
of religion, and unexampled increaſe of all wick= 
edneſſe , that it may not oaely jultifie upon the matter 
all that my friend hath ſaid either againſt the courſe 
or its abettors , but upon impartial reflexion muſt 
of neceflitie moye every ſerious Chriſtian to hor. 
on. & every ſober man to aſtonishment. And there-- 
Ores 

Jathethird place, though you goe about to ſtage 
him before the world for ageſpiſer of dominions and 4 
ſpeaker evill of dignities , yet leſt the hearts of evil 
doers be more obdured , and their hands ftrengthe- 
ned by your flatteries , and fince I know you will no 
daigne to read Napithalies plaine and unanſwerable 
narrative, give me leaye but to toucha tew particu» 
lars of our backſlidings and grievances in his vindica- ' 


tion. 
And 
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find firſt I hall onely name that one a& amongſt 
many, the a& reſciſſoric, whereby at one blow a par+ 
liament , notwithſtanding their oaths and ingage= 
ments to God, and their truſt ſor defence of rights 
and liberties from the people, doc not onely overturne 
the work of God , butremove the very foundations 
of all ſecuritie amongſt men. 2, Breach of Cove- 
pant whereby I am aſſured we have ſcen an oath, ta» 
ken with the moſt unanimous and hcartie conſent of 
the people, and the moſt protound reverence and ob- 
ferveable preſence of God, and confirmed by all the 
authoritic both of Church and State, King and Parlia. 
ment , violat by the ſame generationin che heighr of 
vary + Icorne, and irreligion. 3. The perſecutions 

oth of Miniſters and people that haye inſued , what 
by death > banishment , impriſenment , fining 
confining and the like rigours bh no other reaſon at 
the bottome then becauſe the ſufferers could not 
breake theſame Covenant wherein both th.y & their 
adverlaries ſtood equally engaged. And 4. The 
univerſal profaniticand wickedneſſe that theſe ſtrange 
bakeſlidings have cicher direRly introduced or thereto 
viltbly tempted and encouraged. 

Sir. I doe not defire you to take theſe things upon 
my truſt , no , this-were not more unreaſonable chen 
unneceſſary , but if you could lay afide your affe&ed 
abſtraFions , and preteaded elevations I doubt not bur 
' a very [lenderexamination would render you ſo con- 
vinced of all that] have here affirmed, thatin place of 
Judging my friend his liſting up bis voice to ſhew the 
people their tranſgreſſions , exciting of both King and, 
people to repent and execut judgement and rigbteouſneſſe, 
the language of an incendiaric , or his of 
woes againſt a rebellious houſe and wha pe 
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hearkening, and fearing beare witnefle to his fide- 
lice. 

[ havenot in the foregoing diſcourſe taken notice 
of theſe Aanders of difloyaltie and ingratitude wheres 
with you think to make us odious , this is a theme ſo 
trite and toſſed on both hands, that though 1n this 
matter , I might with an huadredfold more evi- 
dence demonſtrat your flatterie then you can exprobat 
to us the leaſt mildemaner , yetin real duetic to his 
Majeſtie I choice rather to wave it. Neither as to 
your Bishops and clergic,a companie of men of whom 
all men except themſclves, atenow wearicd and asha- 
med, am I morenclined ro medle. Onely Sir, ifthe 
unpaſſionat and disintereſſed compoſure of my heart , 
either as to their perſons or pettie fortunes , with all 
the profeilions wherewith your ſelf do labour to 

erſwade your lincerity may obraine from you the be- 
eife that you expe of us viz that I defigne not your 
amie but your reformation , 1 would ſay that if to def. 
piſe the holineſſe of God and trample underfoot his 
truth be to blaſpheme him, it to acknowledoe another 
ſupreme and all-determining Goyernour in theChurch 
then Chriſt che Lord be to renounce him , if to ſmite his 
Miniſters and ſcatter his flocks be to deſtroy his Church, 
*iftopradtiſe, indulge, or connive at all wickedneffe 
atd repute Conſcience the onely eye-ſore be to overs 
throw relrgion , if to put to death banish and ſpall 
faithful men be to perſecut the ſafnts , your Bishops -- 
and clergie , notwithſtanding of your few infſinuat 
and ſeeming exceptions, will ever toall diſcerning in- 
| Quirers be fountl, even by your oWne CharaFers the 
* | Juſt obje& of all mens inditnation; how then they 
"Will beare che Lorts ot what chey may look for in the 
+3 ung Godthicboth you and they may in time 
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+ Your next attempt upon my friend concerns tt 
matter of his book , and you ſay the whole de/igne of i 
is to provoke to rebellion , a high charge indeed , bur as 
ſuddenly deſerted , for you are not for raveling into thi 
intangled matter which you conceive to be without bot 
your owne and my friends ſphere , how Sir; are all 
gance and rebellion (The common concerns of the 
meaneſt, and the great flattering and boaſting theme 
of your preachers diſcourſes) ſo great myſteries ? C 
15this onely a declining shift liks ro that bafle which 
you deligne by ſaying that my friends book is but LexRe 
put into another method, an allegation not more contra- 
ric to its manifeſt tenor then refle&ing upon the ſur 
veyer whom you would have with ſo much heat and 
confidence to have vented things before confuted witt 
very little notice taken of che anſwers? But thethin 
you cannot explicat Alexander like you can cut off 
two poſitions the firſt that by immemorial poſſeſſion anda 
long traR both of law and prattiſe the King of Scotland 
is an abſolute Soveraigne » accountable onely to God and 
not to becontrouled by the force of his ſubjefs 3 but mon 
ſpecials that the ſubje&s of Scotland are bound to oby 
all lawes enafted in Parltament , or atleaſt to ſubmit ta 
the enated mulds and pun iſhments > How plentifully 
haſt thou declared the thing as it is*® Both firſt and ſe 
cond , viz, that the Kings of Scotland are Abſolut, 
and that at leaſt in King and Parliament there is ſuch 
an abſolut power as may in no caſe be controuled or 
reliſted, are indeed the contradiions of the greateſt 
part of my friends book , bur are contradictions alone 
ſufficient refutations ? or $hall your bare aſſertions be 
received againſt the moſt undeniable evidence, The 
certaine 6, cleare conſtitution of this Kindome cons 


ſiſting of King and Parliament , the expreſſceſtablist 
ment by uncontroverted Law , 1.6. P.7. C. x3c 
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of the honour and authority of Parliament vpon the 
ree votes of the three Eſtat's thereof , the known 
reſtriftions of the Kings ſoveraigne power who by 
himſelfalone can neicher makelawes , impoſe taxes , 
nor ſo much as put away one foot of his annexed pa- 
trimony ; and laſtly the frequent approven and aus 
rhorized reſiſtances and oppolitions made againſt mas 
leverſing Princes , eſpecially that made by the No- 
bles againſt King James the third fully approven by 
the 14. At 1.P, Ja. 4» extantin the old editions in 
the blacke letter as they call it, bur induſtriouſly left. 
out in that of Scheens (the tictle of the aR is The prope» 
ſition of the debait of the field of Striviling, The words af 
rer the preface are. That the haill body ofthe Parliament 
and ilk an” for himſelf declarit and concludit. that the 
ſlaughter committit and done in the feild of Striviling 
quhair our ſoverane Lordis father happinnit to be ſlain ,,& 
uthers divers bis Barronis & liegis was allutterly in thaix 
default and colourit diſſait done be him and. his pererft 
counſall divers tymes befoir the ſaid field. And that our 
ſoverane Lord that now is and the trew Lords and bar 
ronis that was with him in the ſame field war innocent 
free aud quyte of the ſaid ſlaughters done in the ſaid field 
and all perſuit of the dove and caus of the 2706 
Theſe are the words, and the a& is declared to be ſea» 
led by the'Kings great ſeal and the ſcals of part of the 
three eftares) theſe Ifay asto your firſt poſition. are 
ſach manifeſt redargutions , that before equal jud 
I could undertake , upon the hazard of my life, tor 
the aſſerting of this onepoiar., roobtaine you convict 
of high. treaſon as a.leeſmng-maker berwixt the King 
an {his ſubjeAs.,. and an impugner of the authority of the 
three Eftats ; but retraſting a little as to this. head 

- concerning the Kings a acknowledging that it 
bath been called in queſtion , you Ny my friend - the 
| onour 
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 bonour to be the firſt who controterts the authority of King 


and Parliament as is evidently confirmed by the per - 
petual praQſe of Scotland betore year 1648, bur as it 
15 incontroverted that lawes agreed to by King and 
Parliament arcindeed the ordinarie binding lawes 
until by the ſame authority they be repealed ; ſo ſeing 
its uttermoſt import is that the ſame ſoveraigne au- 
thoritie , which inabſolut Kingdomes is in the Prince 
alone, is with us divided berwixt, and ſubje&ed unto, 
both King and Parliament , it is evident that this doth 
no more afford us any ſpied determination , then 1t 
doth conclude my friend to' be ſingular for aſſerting 
the lawfulneſſe of reſiſting eyen the princes who are 
reput abſolute incaſe of their intollerable oppretlions, 
wherein he hath thou ſands of concurrents. 

But not to trifle with you, my friend alledgeth the 
Kings limited power , aud maketh uſe of the autho. 
ritie of the Parliament in juſtification of the refiſtan» 
ces made by us in the yeers. 1639. And 40, And 43, 
whereby ſuperaddeing to our natural and common 
right theſe c1vill and poſitive privileges he accumula- 
reth an unanſwerable vindication. As for other times 
wherein, the hypotheſis varying , both King and 
Parliament became our partic, what could be more 
reaſonable then to shew that even the moſt abſolut 

litick Empire that can be lawfully ſetup by men is 

yableto thele implyed yea indiſpenſable conditions 
and exceptions , which inthe caſe of an inſupportable 
perverſion doe certainely warrant the peoples neceſſar 
reſiſtance , to which if you judge the1nquirie into the 
riſe of Magiſtracie , the nature of a compa& betwixet - 
a King and his ſubje&s , and the precedents of theſe 
twoabſolut Kingdomes of Tudah and Iſrael recorded 
and approvyenin Scripture to be 1mpertifient, I con- 
teſſe your reaſons are above my reach. I graunt gw 
ore 
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þ 
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fore that the ſubje&s of Scotland are obliged to ae- 
knowledge with all due obedience and ſubmiſſion the 
ſoveraigne authoritic of King and Parliament, and 
that . this is the onely ſupreme authority known 
amongſt us; but as the conſent , contra&t , and 
truſt by which this aurhoritie is conſtitute are by their 
expreſle end and the ſuppoſed ſuperior rules of reaſon 
moſt certainly qualified , both as to the point of obe- 
dience which is by all acknowledged, and alſo as to 
that of ſubmiſſion by none diſowned in its conſtrain- 
ing exigence ; fo I plainly affirme that not onely 
there was never a ſurrender made by any people ix ter- 
minis diſclaiming the lawfulneſle of reſiſtance in every 
caſe, and though the preſſures$should be the moſt in- 
juſt and violent ; but that a ſurrender of that nature 
werein it ſelfutterly unlawful , and no wayes obliga- 
torie , forſeing it were unqueſtionably contrair to the 
law of God for any people 1 the certaine imminency 
of viſible deſtru&ion to betray themlelyes and their 
oſteritie 1n their lives , religion , or liberties by a wil- 
ul and explicit acquieſcence , it muſt neceſſarly fol- 
low that either the controverted general ſurrender , 
by reaſon of the tacit exceptions pleaded, hath nog 
—_— import , or that in this refpe& it is,equally 
inful. 

But to this you objec that if ſuch ſubmiſſion be un 
lawful then they are ſelf murderers who ſuffer willingly 
when they are in a capacity to reſiſt , and this you ſecond 
with an affe&ted Alas for the aſperſion that thence 
would enſue upon the glorious martyrs ds ſelf murtherers, 
Its anſwered that he who from the meere ſenſe of ſuch 
a promiſed ſubmiſſion ſuffers himſelf, - ina clears ca» 
pacity.to reliſt, to be killed , is either a malicious or 
ſtupid ſelfmurtherer, I nothing doubt, bur ſeing that 
to. renounce a priviledge , and to forebeare its excer= 
| | Mee, | ciſe 
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ciſe are things ſo vaſtly different , that oftentimes 
thecontradiction of the former is thelatters greateſt 
praiſe , the cauſes and motives whichinduced theſe 
glorious witneſſes into quict forbearing , and their 
veluntary and cheerful ſufferings are ſo noble and 
conſpicuous , that I will not ſo much as call in queſ. 
tion their capacity , though tor the moſt part by pro- 
vidence wilcly oyerruled , cither to vindicat their 
immorcall fame , or releive my ſelfe of your pitieful 
ſophiſtry. But here you think that my friend will looke 
#0 eſcape by the diflin&ion of religion when t becomes a 
right eled by law from what was fo ore it was ſo eſtablish- 
» Burſcing itis evident that he onely makes Law 
an acceſſion to that liberty which we have by God 
and natures original graunt , your deluſiye ſelt . con- 
ceit that ſuggelted unto you this apprehenſion , and 
our weak —_—_ that a right righteouſly and neceſs 
Erily eltablithed by Law canaseafily by a contrary 
Law be renverſed are equally contemptible. 
In the next place atter a preface of your religious 
referring of Gods commandments to the Kings Lawes, 
you fall upon an inference which you ſay my friend 
doth thence draw, wiz. becauſe when the Magiftrat 
commands what is contrary to Gods Law we are not 
bound to obey himy there/ore when be puniſheth contrary to 
that [ame Law we are not bound to fl er, And for this 
indeed you treat him as Maziſterially as if he were 
really, thar Heal boy to whom you do dully reſemble 
him , bur {paring to inquire where it1s that you do 
finde him barely delivering this conſequence , and 
not being permitted 1nthis place to explaine how that, 
regard to the Prince, hisplace & charaRter”, and the 
general ends thereof, and how that many conſidera- 
tions of prudence , charity , and patience may in 
lighter occaſions perſwade co ſubjection , where its 


proper 
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proper and formal reaſon hath no immediat force , I 
Shall onely ſay that the comparing of thelimitation 
of our obedience with the caſe of our ſuffering is of 
excellent uſe, inas much as it sheweth, firſt , that 
as a peoples indefinit ſurrender though chiefly reſpeR- 
ing their obedience doth nevyertheleſſe imply its tacie 
exceptions , ſo the ſeeming generality of the ſame ſar- 
render is no argument to exclude all conditions inthe 
point of ſubje&ion , next that ſeing a diſcretive judge- 
ment is allowed to the people inthe matter of obe- 
dicnce, therecan be no reaſon wherefore in the mat. 
cerof ſuffering a thing far more obvious ad dignoſ- 
Cible the ſame should by the menof your way beſo 
much decryed, Thirdly fince it is certaine that ſub= 
jection to ſuffering was diretly commanded by 
God, and conſented to by the people onely for the 
ſecuring of our obedience , it may well beconclud- 
ed that as in inferiour unjuſt ollring our reſiſtance 
is moſtly reſtrited not by vertue of our formal obli= 
gation to ſubjetion, but by the forementioned in- 
tivences, ſo when by notorious and inſufferable per. 
verſions all theſe arecut off and both 2he place is plain- 
ly forefeited , prudence befooled , charitie rendred 
deſperat , and patience turned into Rupiditie z the li- ,, 
bertie of reſiſtance muſt of necellitie be conceded, As 
for the reaſon of diſparitie by you adduced , wiz. That 
inthe caſe of the Kinps ſinful 'command Gods coun- 
termand of our obedience 1s ſuppoſed to be cleare, 
whereas our ſufferings are not countermanded 
though he punish unjuſtly , I Shall not reply co you 
that in rhe caſe of a ſtupid caſting away of life or liber- 
tie even ſufferings aſwel as ſinful obedience are cer- 
tainly countermanded , but the thing I would have 
you to advert to is, that ſecing it is not ſo much the 
obligation as the righr and liberry of defence which 
B 3 we 
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R_REs for, and ſecing in the caſe of intollerable 
ſufferings the ſame is no leſſe clearly warranted then 
ſinful ſuffering appears to be countermanded , the 
difference by you aſſerted is but claudicant and in- 
ſufficient. | 
But now you are wearie of tracing my friends poli- 
ticks, and truely conſidering how lamely you have 
doneit, I wonder you have traced them ſo far > one- 
ly let me tell you that if you shall be pleaſed to give 
- me any further provocation upon this ſubje& , 1 here 
. offer to make good all that my friend hath aſſerted in 
maintenance of the Peoples r1ghrs and liberties to the 
moſt critick, if imparrial,- of your adherents. 
You adde that 1t is your chieſe defigne to prove that 
matters of Religion are not to be decided by the ſword , 
Pray Sir , ſpeak plainly, you know and are per- 
{waded that we are neither for the propagation of Re- 
ligion , nor determining in its matters by the {word, all 
that we maintaine 15 that in the caſe ofunjuſt ſuffering 
-for the ſake of Religion, however the honour and 
excellency of the cauie may much allay a mans ſmart, 
and make him cheerfully to undergo it, even to a not- 
accepting , & ſeeming contempt of deliverance z yer 
he hath the Privilege of common defence no lefle then 
in other occations, which if he finde the intereſt of Re- 
ligions preſervation to concurre it ought ſo much the 
more to animat his reſolution , now if this be 4 ſpirit 
totally different from Chriſ's who came not todeſtroy 
the Law but teacheth us to fulfil all righteouſneſſe, I 
leaveit to your own ſecond thoughts. Chrift's Kingdom 
is indeed not of this World &that he did moſt evidently 
demonſtrat by telling that if his Kingdom were of this 
World then would his ſervants fight, and therefore 
ſecing that evenf2r his owne reſcue he had not called 
them when he might have had ten Legions of Angels 
upon 
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upon his defire , that his Ay SN was not Gam 
thence could not be doubted ; but to turne this over 
as if our Lord had ſaid, Becauſe my Kingdome is not oF 
this World , therefore my ſervants may not fight , ſo 
much as for their own preſervation , is a manifeſt- 
ranverſing of both the text and the truth. 

Next you tell us, That to ftirre up to Religions de= 
fence by irs value is but an ignorant though plauſible 
miſtake ; but as your ncrforading us to abandon the 
maintenanceof Religion by the firmeneſſe of Gods de= 
cree » and our Lords Kingdome, ſounds more like- 
the Turkish errour of unalterable fate , then to a 
Chriſtian deference to divine providence , which 
alwayes admits of our lawful concurſe; and as this 
your doctrine is moſt palpably contradicted by the 
conſtant praQice of the whole Chriſtian World, who 
with might and maine do arme for, and ſtandto the 
defence of Religion againſt the invaſton of infidels ; 
ſo your extenuarion as if thehazard of our lives , fortu- 
nes » and liberties were not to be regarded , is but an 
infipide deceitful affeRarion ; if God in the diſpenſa- 
tions of his holy and wile providence eſpecially by 
bringing us under the power of men , ſubje& us to 
ſuffering and call for a reſtimonie, itis moſt certaine 
that neither ought Religions concern to diſcourage 
nor the conſiderations of life , fortune, and liberty 
inthe leaſt ro demurre us , but thence to inferre, that 
in caſe either a Nation ora Perſon ( foras to the point 
in general there can be no difference ) be unjuſtly and 
violently invaded for Religion , they ought without 
further care 1n a tempting confidence , that Religion 
cannot be indangered by the Worlds oppoſition, and a 
baſe and unrequired abje&ion of themſelves and their 
intereſts foolishly throvs Religion and all down head- 
long unto the rage of injurie and tyrannie , is a doc- 
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trine too agreeable to the Deyils temptation for to 
deceive any rational man. The truth of the matcer 
therefore is , thar as we ought neither to flight nor ap- 
prehend too much our own prejudice , ſoit is from 
patient and not by ſtupid ſufferings that-our holy profef- 
ſeon receives the advantage. | 

But to this you ſubioine your grand dilcovery viz. 
that the great defigne of the goſpel is to elevat our mindes 
80 4 noble contempt of the world , and a juſt diſreguard 
of our bodies , &c. whence perlwading patience , truſt 
in God, and ſubmiſſion to bis will you conclude, let all 
the world judge whether ſuffering ſo like to it or fighting 
ſpeaking out a froward and impatient minde do beft agree 
with this temper and defigne. 

Sir , 1f I may ſo far I reſſe under your condu& , 1 
would Tay in the firſt place , that the greatdefigne 
of the Goſpel is to reconcile ſinners unto God through 

* Jeſus Chrilt who of God is made unto us wiſdome , 
righteouſneſſe , ſanfification , and redemption z your 
repreſenting it by elevations of minde and negle&ings of 
the body doth ſavour too rankely of that dangerous ec 
rour of making therighteouſneſs of Chriſt a meer help 
to ours, and the Goſpel onely the perteion of mora- 
lity > next I ſay that ſetting aſide the neceſlity and 
beauty of every duety in its ſeaſon, if it were all 

our intention ro commend ſuffering above fighting, 
I wouldnot onely with you in your judicious dilcer- 
ning preferre patient ſuffering to paſſionat and impa- | 
tient fighting things which I ſuppoſe were never be- 
fore compared) but even in humanity, let be in 
Chriſtianity , advance the palme of a wellcompoſed, 
and relolved patience ; above the laurel of a war- 
like though righteous triumph. Bur becauſe your '_ 
riſe taken from the defigne of « Goſpel doth plainly 
enough in{inuar that it is the particular fightiogs for 
religion 
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religion which you go about to decry,, it is in thi- 
that I defice more diftin&ly ro know your conſe. 
quence ; ſeing the ſame” arguments of heavens hope, 
and this worlds contempr do equally mitigat the paſ 
fions , and deprertiat the worldly prizes of all war- 
res whatlomever to admit that Religion doth allow 
all other lawtull warres' except what is levied in its 
owne defence is evidently in an excefle of ſelf denial 
to. make it deny nay deſtroy 1t ſelf , bur ſeingallthe 
pretenſions thar we have here repeated out of the late 
dialogues of che Goſpels defigne z ſpirituality of Reli- 
gion » the Þ a by ſufferings of advance to the 
Goſpel, and carnality of fighting are already ſufficiently 
4:ſcuſſed by their an{werer I $hallat prefent contenc 
my ſelf to paſſe them with a few remarks. As x. That 
ſeing you are upon the perſecuting fide ( pardon to 
truth the uneafineſſe of the exprefſion) or at leaſt do 
exhort to patience your antagoniſts & not your parta» 
kers in theſame cauſe, you muſt permir us coappre- 
hend deſign aſwel as truth inall your reaſonings 2, Al 
though it the will of God be ſfothe Goſpel excellen- 
tly inſtru to ſuffering , yer it neither condemneth 
lawful warres , nor is 1t imaginable wherefore defen- 
live wars being allowed, a defenſive warre upon the 
moſt injurious provocation viz. perſecution for Re- 
ligion- Should not be accounted moſt righteous; 
3. That though patient ſuffering and polling faft 
of his name under perſecution bea ſtrong and convin- 
cing evidence of our faith and hope, yetas our Lord 
by retraining the diſpenſation 1n his owne hand hath 
onely commanded unto us the manner of our ſuffer. 
ing , and having expreſly permitted flight hath noe 
engaged us to run upon it , ſo to uſe therighr and ca- 
pacity which God giveth of ſelf defence without 
turious paſſion or revengeful defigne can neither be 
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. Teprehended nor ſuſpeted, I know awicked man may 
fight couragiouſly for yr th and ſo have ſome blaſ: 
phemers and Atheiſts ſuffered conſtantly , bur ſeing 
we have ſeen the ſame perſons, with the ſame 
ſtrength of grace , both offer themſelyes reſolutly ,Þ 
and ſuffer in teſtimouy even of their fighting moſt pa, 
tiently, you muſt pardon us to reguard the truth 
more then your cavilling exceptions. 

But in the following ſeftion you goe about to dif. 
provedefenſive wars againſt perſecutions for religion 
by our Lords __ and praiſes , who you lay bleſ. 
ſed thoſe who ſhould ſuffer jor him. And why not © -Su. 
rely they are pronounced bleſſed and they $hall be bleſ. 
ſed » But bethreatned them that drew the ſword , well, 
for him you dare not add2, and againſt him 1s not 
doubted , nay ſuppoſe ir had been againſt Peter ate 
tempting his perſonal deliverance it had given you 
no advantage , fince he alſo rebuked him as Satan 
foc deſiring him to ſpare himſelf ; he bleſſed likewiſe 
the peace makers entizuling them the children of God L, 
and our hearts deſire js that God would raiſe up to us a 
true peace-maker , to reduce you unto wiſdome, 
whoſe wayes are waycs of pleaſantneſſe and all her 
paths are peace. The incendiaries of warre are undeed no 
where pronounced happie and the boutefeus of rebellion are 
certainly the children of him who was a murtherer [rom the 
begining ; bur , Sir z is this fair dealing « The quel- 
tion that you move and have to prove 1s , that my 
friend is an incendiaric and boutefcu and behold with« 
out any reaſon offered , you not onely conclude him 
but condemne him , it were undoubtedly as eafie and 
aboundantly juſt for me to inquire where perjurious'Þ 
perſecuters are pronounced happie » &c , but 1 will not 
ſo much as retort or retaliat with ſuch expreſſions 


ſuch 4s breathr out warre and crueltie know not what ſþt ' "1 fo 
wa, | they 
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they are of and our prayer to-God is that they who brea- 
thing out threatnings and ſlaughter againſt us terme juſt 
defence and neceſfarie reſiſtance war and crueltie may 
at length have their eyes opened , All in the Goſpel- 
diſpenſation is truely gentle and peaccable; and yet of all 
tings inthe world 1t hath been moſt reproached for 
"tumult and {edition ; bur the great conlolation of all 
its followers is , that its author the God of peace will 
one day make known all falle prerenders , and its 
Lord the Prince of Peace tor their perſecutions here will 


inthe end bleſſe with everlaſting peace all its true lo- 


yers , when according to the excellent order of the 
Goſpels rule of peace the Kingdome of God $hall be 
fully revealedin righteouſneſſe firſt, and then in peace 
and joy in the holy Goff | 
But you ſay that althis viz a non-reſiſtance of ,, and - 
ſubmiſſion to perſecution was fignally confirmed by our 
maſters unexampled ſuffering, and yet you know ſo 
; well that the free and voluntarie ſufferings of our 
Lordare in themſelves no lefſe unexampled then uni- 
mitable , and that it is the manner and not the matter 
thereof that we are to follow , that ] cannot but 
doubt your finceritie, Chriſt not onely refuſed the aide 
of the ſword but came into the world willinglie, went 
up to Teruſalem ſtedfaſtly > expoled him(elf knowingly, 
and laſtly would not aske the aiſtance of legions of Ana 
els readie at his deſire that the Scriptures Ggmticing 


ow that he ought to have ſuffered might be tulfilled.; 


4 and is it poflible thatyou can think , that theſe ſpe- 


cifick adts are for our imitation ? But you ſay that he 


Þ| entailed perdition on theſe that ſhould draw the ſword to 


, 
; 


; 


wit all theſe that are not warranted to doe it by the Ma. 
iftrat. How long will you love vanitie and ſeck after 
ecling* Our Lord in thatplacedoch moſt plainely , 
for the averting of Peter's unſcaſonable zeal , and the 
cOM- 


28 
comforting of all his Diſciples , denounce that al}, 
theſe who take the ſword unjufily ſhall periſh by the ſword }, 
and. Rev. 13+ 10.we have the parallel placemore fu 
ly fer downe he that killeth with rhe ſword muſt be kib.|1, 
led with the ſword (ſpoken of periecuting Magiſtrats],j 
aſwel as others) Here # the patience and the faith of t 
Saints, Andyet you haye the confidence to {mooth 
it overasif this ſad doome had been pronounced not 
onely againſt Peter bur all ſuch as shall be by the fore 
ce of oppretion conſtrained to their owne defence. I 
Y ou adde that he witneſſed that good confeſſion before] , 
Pilat that Ceſar needed apprehend no hazard from bu} y 
__—_ » ſince it not being of this world was not to bt [d 
fought for. And doe you indeed think that this is the] þ 
emphaſis of that good confeſſion viz to latiſfie Ceſars] 
unjuſt fears ? O perverſe flatterie ! The excellent} 
oodneſſe of ourLords confetion cannot but be ſweet-] ;; 
by relished by every ſerious Chriſtian to lye in theſe f 
words thou ſaieſt that T am a King to this end was 1 borne by 
and ſor this cauſe came Tunto the world that T ſhould I 
beare witneſſe unto the truth , how thenare you not as, 
hamed nor onely to wreſt it unto the pitieful 'inrereſt] ,, 
of Princes z but ro miſconſtrue the whole paſſage as if g 
our Lord in purging himſelf by a voluntarie and free]'4 
forbearance of the afteRation of a worldly Kingdome} 
did in effe& diſowne all defcnſive armes to the un-| y, 
couraging and ſtrengthening of the moſt bloudie tys| g, 
fe 
b 


rans. 
You thiok it ſtrange that through the whole Goſ| 
pel we should meet with repeated bleflings on theſe] 
chat ſuffer , but never one upon ſuchas tight ; but if}; 
our Lord having declared that he came nor to deſtroy I 
Ti 


the Law of 2. mr nrs did accommodat his 1ncous 
ragements to his Apoſtles, unto the diſpenſation of hs] x; 
providence under which for the greater gloric of the] : 
powe! 
— Ab 
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Fpower of his free grace he thought good to gather and 
Mitraineup his Church, should you or any elſe be there- 
Fat ſtumbled; for my part when I refle& upon both 
he ſufferings and grace of theſe primitive times and 
[how the Lord did order them , I rather wonder at 
$]rhat admonition by you obſerved that they should ſell 
%*{rheir coats to buy ſwords ; but you ſay had the Diſci- 
h ples underſtood this of the material ſword either their prac= 
t | tiſes or writings ſhould have had ſome veſtiges of that 
*L ſenſe, by the which very argument a man may as ea- 
fily deny that the Purſe there ſpoken of is tobe taken 
7] for a material one; bur ſeing the tenor of the context 
®] and relation made by the Lord to their former miſhon 
bt] doe exhibir the meaning with chat evidenceas cannot 
Kf be convelled , for want of an unoccaſtoned confir« 
5] mation, go onto examine the reſt of your gloſſe upon 
]theplace; and taking notice that the Diſciples at the 
] time by preſenting two ſwords did ſhew that they under« 
{e] food the Lord to ſpeake of 4 material ſword you ſay that 
1 
O 

| 


by his anſwerit is enough, which cannot relate to the tw 
ſwords produced no wiſe enough for eleven perſons, he cor= 
*| re&ts their error eg breaks off Jer purpoſe as if he had ſaid, 
*1 enough of this, or no more of it, fince he ſawe they miſunder- 
flood his former words of a ſword, Thus rather then to 
aſſent to truth you would have our Lord by ſuch aſtop 
tacitly to acknowledge his own inadvertency, but the 
paſſage is too obvious to be thus abuſed, in aſmuch as 
our Lord having before both fignitied and prepared 
for his owne imminent departure , forewarnes them 
by the neceſfitie , of a purſe and 4 ſword of the ſtraits 
and dangers that would enſue , whereupon they. its 
like, out of their blind and forward defire to have 
im delivered from the hand of the jewes lay hold on 
$'words andshew him two ſwords , probably with 
confident remembrance of his former miracles, and' 
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this their precipitancy our Lord according to the mee 


and ſweet compoſure of his patience now entering 


upon his ſufferings: thinks fit ro reſtraine with th 


Short correRtion ittis enough) l. &, it Is enough at this ſea 


jon , there muſt be no retiſtance in my voluntary ſuf 
fering ; whether then yours or this explication be the 
more genuine [ referre 1t to the diſcerning of all un 
derſtanding men. 

Burt yetjrom all ths you ſay it will eaſiely appeare t 
one who examines the matter without prejudice wheth 
ſuffermg or fighting have the cleareſt charafers of Chrif 
meekneſſe. Sir though the nature of warre being con» 


ſidered , the compariſon of ſuffering and fighting in 


the point of meekneſle ſeems almoſt to be inept, yet 
if you will be pleaſed to advert how that our Lord al. 
well in his vitorious triumph as in his loweſt ſuffer. 
ings is repreſented in the Revel: under the ſame figu. 
re of the Lambe , its like you may come'to underſtand 
that that calme ſtaiedneſſe of minde , which by all is 
reput the trueſt markeof the nobleſt courage, may in 
a Chtiſtian champion be yet further advanced and 
beautified with his Maſters meekneſle. 

Your Jaſt argument agaioſt defenſive armes upon 
the account of religion is that the do&rine of ſuffering 
tends moſt to the recommending of the , Chriſtian religion 
' to all Princes and Stats , whereas the dorine of defence 
may prepoſſeſſe their mindes with the deepeſt prejudices y 
&c. Thus to carry your cauſe you care not what you, 
ſay , this argument can have no proceſſe unleſſe w 


: 


ſuppoſein all Princes and States a moſt irrational | 


verfion for religion , viz » ſuchas cannot endure that 
it Should pretend to any manner of right or comport 


with its profeſſors at a lower rate then the abſolute 
ſubje&ion of their lives and liberties ; upon this, ac# 
count , and yet zvithout che leaſt check of correctigns 

you 
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& you beſtow upon it a whole long paragraph. Butſeing 
that all we plead amounts to no more then thatreli« 
gion the great inſtruRter of righteouſneſſe may not de- 
prive us of all right , and that its high honour may 
not deprefſe men below the condition of flaverie , 
hq you muſt pardon me to think your inſinuation more 
nj odious then obliging. 7 

But for to mend your errour you adde that indeed the 
Alcoran incites to kill all who are not Muſulmans but our 
1] holy profeſſion reje&ts carnal weapons from its defence, 
fi Who heard ever ſuch diſtration? Can we not deteſt. 
n*| the Mahumetan Barbaritie of forceing religion by , 
inf' the ſword , unleſſe we lay open all Chriſtendome to , 
«&] their rage and crueltie > Or is your minde fo blinded, 
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r-| andrational midſe of the lawfulneſſe of ſelfe defence. 
u-] againſt intollerable oppreſſion , and that aſwell yea 
d} rather when inflited for, and levelled to deſtroy 
is| religion , then in the caſe of any other unjuſt pretenſe, 
Ing. without either impinging upon the turkish yiolenc 
d| propagations onthe one hand, or betraying the cauſe. 
of religion by a baſe ſtupiditic upon the other * Reli- 
n| gioncertainly in it ſelf is no occaſicn of warres , but if 
g] your Muſulemans make it ſo, muſt we therefore a= 
n| bandon both it and our ſelyes to their pleaſure'? And 
e] ifunjuſt warres doe ariſe from your luſts may not a juſt 
»] oppoſition very well conliſt , nay be warranted by that 
uJ which injoynes the mortifying of them all > Sir your'lapſes 
8] hereare grofſe and rawe againſt all right and reaſon 
{| that I am ashamed to draw forth againſt you poli- 
tive concluſions, | 
tl To theſe things you ſubjoyne tie praiſe of Reli- 
} gion , For the allegeance towards Princes and peaceable. 
| eſe towards fellow ſubjefts which it teacheth , thence 
commending both its innocency & the great ſecuritie it gi- 

| veth 


ſ.} by your defigne that you could not perceive the fair, - 
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veth unto af ſocieties , but ſay you » the dofrine of reſif= 
#ance will change its whole viſage ſo that this day - ftarre Þ 
whoſe aſpeRs are benigne will look Like a fierie-eomet bla- 
ting warres , &c. Sir , this charge appeares to beſo 
weightie that I willingly wave 1ts extravagance that] 
I may meet with its reaſon, For ( you continue ) if 
this principle be drunke in by Chriſtian ſocieties they may 
for ever diſpazy of peace , ſince all cannot be of one mindein 
matters of Religion, and the ſide or partie oppreſied would 
undoubtedly raiſe ſlurs. Burlſecing the principle you 
inveigh againſt 1s 1n effeR none other then that right 
of felt - preſervation moſt deeply engrayen in natures 
tables, tro which we plead , that Religion according 
to its dignitie , inthe caſe of perſecution , intending 
the injurie » may make noexception , is it notevident 
chac your arguing againſt this Privilege asa novel ſedi. 
tious concett is 1n effe& nothing elle ſave a colourable 

retext » thorow which Religion is onely ſtruck at as 
1n its nature altogether unpeaceable and the very ſeed of Þ 
endleſſe contentions * But the matter is plaine , the J 
right ſelf- defence is the principal reaſon borh of the 
inftirution and continuance of Government, Religion 
inic felfis one, fimple, moſt pure , and peaceable ; 
all concended for , is, that ſuch as by embracing of 
it do become partakers of the higheſt bletling may 
not therefore forfeir the moſt common rights , if this 
be to turne this heavenly and benigne ſtar of Religion unto 
4 fiery blazing comet , and not rather by malignin 
' It, with all the perverſicies of its adverſaries , unlefle 

it be made obnoxious to all their injuries, eicher to 
render it odious to Princes., or lyableto all thearbi- 
trarie impoſings and perſecutions of tyrannie , letall 
men judge ; it is true that by reaſon of mans corrup- 
tion a harmony in Religion is ſcarce to be attained , bur 


becauſe crror and irreligion will alwayes beftirring » } 
povey 
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perſecuting , and provoking to fljrrs and tumu 4 
muſt theretorethe truth and its profeſſors be ſtupidely 


" ſubmitted to their luſt and rages Youſay, That 
even we ourſelves would ſinde it a hard pull to governe at 


this rate, ſpecially if we heep up our quarrels both at 


- goleration and moderation. How'® Would we finde it ſo 


hard a task by keeping faith to retaine both obedience 
and peace , and by pleaſing God to pleaſe all men 2 
That this was the true Crifts of our affairs in the late 
revolution | believe thouſands donow ſee, who then 
would not , as for your objecting of our quarrels at 
tolleration and moderation , 1s nor this a ſtrange en- 
vie, that becauſe we cannot ſtretchto a compliance 
with all the preſent evil courſes, therefore even our 
juſt hatred at error and hereſie ſpecially ſeeing ir was 
ſo very diſloyal and ſcditious muſt alſo be reckoned to 
our diſadvantage. 

After this you tell us that from this principle there 
were no peace to be expefAed from Papijis. And to deale 
fairly and shortly with you l freely accord that if the 
Papiſts did hold the truth , and were therefore intol- 
lerably perſecut , they might very lawfully reſiſt in 
their owne neceſſarie defence ; but ſince they both 
practiſe groſſe idolatrie and other abominations , and 
are alſoreſtleſſe in their wicked machinations , it 13 
evident that they could as little reclaime againſt deſer- 
yed punishment under the notion. of perſecution, as 
at preſent they are largely indulged. 

For a concluſion then you tell us that the doArine of 
patient peaceable ſuffering excludes all hazards, and s 
therefore more for the intereſt of mankinde and peace of 
ſocieties. And certainly that which ſurrenders all hath 
no hazard to apprehend, Bur if the Chriſtian world 
had been of your opinion, how had 1ts religion long 
ſince been ſwallowed upof Turciſme? And it our fas 
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ter a noble confli of martyrdomes and perſecutions 
diſcerned the times, and laid hold on the opportunie 
tie, I am ſureinall probabilitie Scorland had been to 
this day as France , and worſe, and the United as the 
Spanish Netherlands , and all Germainie under one 
cloud. If you doe therefore judgeReligion to be of 
the intereſt of mankinde doe not deny 1t the libertie 
of a right nor depriye it of its juſt priviledge , .ſeing 
on the one hand this is not more iniquous and in effect 
impothible, then on the other your pretendings to 
poo by ſuch arguing doe viſibly tend to the ruine of 
truth. | 
. Having gone this far with my friend youdefire him 
to look, backe ſeriouſly upon thefe two different methods of 
advancing religion that he may ſee whether of them will 
preponderat. But Sir if I may prevaile with you in any 
thing » I earneſtly obteſt you to uſe more ingenuitie, 
did ever we aſſert or praRtiſe the advancing of religion 
by fighting > Or did weat any time in order to this 
ads much as lay ſuffering and fighting in one bal- 
lance ? Or laſtly muſt I againe inculcat that all chat 
we maintaine , 1s, that in caſeof violent perſecution 
for religion the oppreſſed may lawfully afſume their 
owne defenceas upon the proyocation of any other 
injurie whatſomever. 

After this , diſſembling your knowledge of our 
averſion for war , not capable to be ingaged Þut by 
manifeſt extremitie , you pleaſe your ſelf with ſome 
few ſpeculations of the advantages of peace and diſ- 
advantages of war: but ſcing ſuch little arts are ſuf- 
. ficiently diſcuſſed by the ſimple noticing , let us hear 
how you make it out by Scripture inſtance that figh= 
ting is not a methode approved of God for advancing his 
cauſe» And for eſchewing cavill , I am here willing 
to think that by advancing of his cauſe you onely mean 
the preſgryation of religion and its profeflprs agaioſt 
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cheir perſecutors, and your firſt inſtance is of the 


| lits whophile in Epypt long oppreſſed in their. ts 
' and libertie though very numerous and in a probable capas 
| citie yet made no attempt by force for their owne deliverie. 


But praySir doe youthinkt he [ſraclites in their bon- 
dage could have foughten with weapons when they 
wer deriyedſtraw © Or doth not ſuch headleſs quiblin 
as manifeſtly conclude thar becaus of their conatnns 
ſubje&zon under their ſeveral opprefſors the time of 
the.judges > therefore their after yindications of their 
liberty were finful,but the truth is ſeing that if God ſo 
ordered the matrer in his providence as the Iſraelits 
neither did nor could endeavour their owne libertie , 
that he might in his owne way manifeſt his glory » 
your inference.that therefore either they might not 
have done it lawfully , or that we are obliged to imi= 
tat their forced and ſimple omiflions is not worth the 
noticing and really this reaſoning is ſo weake and pitt» 
ful that I am almoſt ashamed to have repeated it, 
The next inſtance which: you promiſe ſhall be yet 
ſtronger (as truely it had need} is taken from the ten 


tribes non reſiſtance ro Jeroboams defeRtion, but . 
knowing that they willingly walked after the com-_ 


mandment , and that if they had had the ſmalleſt mea- 


ſure of that zeal for religion which they teſtified for . 


their owneliberty , they hadnot ſo tamely complied 
in that bakeſliding , you recurre to the ſilence of the 


Prophets telling us that if pps reformation had been- 


the peoples ductie certainly they had exhorted to it. Well 
Sir, 15this your ſtronger reaſoning The Prophets 
by all che pains and induftric they did uſe could: not 
awake this Rubborne people to repentance, and: yet 
becaus forſooth they did not expreſſely excit them 
ative to reforme, who were in effe& to have been its 
only obje&s, from this you conclude that.the thing 
was not their duetie, : 
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ut you adde that t Achab added" the idolatrie 
of Baalto the ſin of the Calves, yer Eliah never fturred 
up thepeo le-to:armes 3 1s not thus ſolid arguing £ The 
people of Iſrael had at this time ſo deeply revolted 
that whenche Prophet pur it home to them , if the 
Lord be God follow him, but-it Baal then tollow 
him » they anſwered not a word, yea afterwatd when 
he was forced to flee from jezabels rage hethought he 
had been the only ſeeker of che true God left in 1irael , 
& yer without any reguard to a moſt manifeſt unlike= 
lichood you rhiak becauſerhe Prophet did not pre- 
x6 nps 4 call them to it , that therefore (not with» 
nding all that my friend hath ſaid for it) natio- 
nal reformation was not their part , the abſurditic of 
which argument is ſo much the more groſſe , thar 
eveninthe ſame Propher and people after a due pre- 
aration you may finde your aflertion contradicted » 
inaſmuch as immediatlie upon the backe of their ac- 
knowledgemenrt of the Lord ro be God Elijah ſaid 
wnto them (the King being preſent) take the Prophets 
of Baal , let none of them eſcape, &c. a verie probable 
tntimation that not onely they might have done it , 
choughthe King had countermanded , bur that even 
without Eliah's exhortacion it had been nothing be. 
fide theirduetie. 

From Iſrael you paſſe to Judah and finding there 
the like defeRions you repeat to us the ſame obſerves, 
but ſeing that all che Prophets doe reftific aloud of 
the univerſall bakeflidings of char people togither with 
their Kings , and I{aiah and Ieremiah doe expreſly 
and frequentlie complaine that none did call for juſ- 
rice, or plead for truth, &c. And that they were 
not yaliant for the truth , as it 15 evidenr that they are 
thereby charged with. lukewarmeneſſe in the cauſe of 
God, fo ir ſeemes that for the generality they wereno 
lefleperverſe in heart then their ringleaders in theſe de» 
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e&ions » as theſe yery Pergenciogy perhaps of faithful 
diſſenters under Manafſe whom you vainly repreſent as | 
ignorant of our politicks may very plainly evince? And as 
tor that of Libnah ſcing the Scripture exprefly faith, 
that chey did revolt from under the hatid of the King 
(and not from under Judah as the Edomits did)” Be- 
cauſe he had foreſaken the Lord God of bg Fathers ; your © 
queſtioning its approbation, becauſe of the dot enſuin 

of the like practiſe , is both preſlumptuous again 
Scripture evidence , and derogatorie trom the-praife * 
of all more noble and rare exploits. 

Having propoſed your inſtances as we have heard, 
you ſcalechem with a grave truely you muſt conſeſſe 
theſe inſtances tobe ſtrong , and really ſince you deale 1o 
obligingly with my friend as not to force him by any 
reaſon , I beleeve if the thing were a matter of com= 
plement he would in civility cede it , but ſeing 1t is 
truth we contend for, without further canvaſſing 
of what you ſ{ubjoine of the nature of Moſes dr, penſation 
or the Te call to the Croſſe , Ifrankely leave it as , 
you dowtith all free mindes toconfider whether your poor 
blinde negatives be of any moment to preponiderat 
that cleare light of reaſon which $hineth in our aſler- 
tions, and is Confirmed both by old teſtametit exam=- 
ples and new teſtament approbations , as myFfriend & 
the anſwerer of the dialogues do evidently hold out. 

As to your enſuing ſe&ion anent the firſt ages of the 
Church their unacquaintedneſſe with this do&rine and 
your boaſting Hiſtorical obſerve , that until Pope Gregory 
the 5th his . Ano it was unheard of in the Church,with your 
endeavours to render it odious by the patrociny of Cannoniſts 
and Jeſuits it is ſo exactly the ſame with the diſcourſe 
f of the dialogues , and is by the anſwerer ſo clearly 
diſcuſſed, that Iam not affraid to oppoſe his fingle 
reply to your vaine repetitions ; one thing I couſt rell 
you , that ſeing you cannot deny that about and after 
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-* Conſtantines dayes when Chriſtians arrived to a grea- 
| ter conſiſtency and better capacity not only did Con- | 
Raatine himſelf with the expreſs approbation &afliſt- 
ing preſence of the Godliclt teachers in theſe times. 1 
fight againſt Licinius for his perſecutions , but alſo 
both the oppreſſed Chriſtians inthe caſt did aſſert by - 
armes the liberty of the Goſpel againſt Jovius , Ma- / 
ximinus and at other times and in other places they 
implored the aid of Chriſtian and orthodox Empe- } 
rours againſt pagan and Arrian perſecuters, your en= 
dzavour to put a tashe upon theſe | a as criminal 
which yetall the after ages of the Church have ap- 
proyen,and to evade by ſaying that the do&rine was not 
then owned which was onely not expreſſely maintained) | 


p 
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becauſe not contradied, is nothing at all ingenuous 
&therefore ſince it is certaine that even the moſt excel- 
lent truths have been lyable to the fouleſt abuſes,nei- 
ther your odious dating of the doctrine of refiſtance 
from a notorious Papall rebellion , noryour futilous 
eſſay ro make men beleeve thatirs onely propagators 
were the Popes Paralits do deſerve any further notice. 
And now we are come to the cloſe of your Let-' 
ter, wherein conceiting that either you have made ſure 
our convition , or diſcovered our cure tobe with men 
impoſſible you think good to give ateſtimony to your 
ſelf, which Iamperlwaded , conſidering the folly | 
or falſehood of the poor purpoſe that I have peruſed, | 
among all that have written on the ſubje& you de- 
ſerve leaſt. But if you miſſe of your owne praiſe , you 
are reſolved my friend shall fare no better , and there- - 
fore, as if this were the firſt of it, you pretend 
conſtraint for one ſevere word ro tell himy whom al- 
moſt in the beginning yon termed an agent of hell, 4s 
evill as Beelebu , that you do feare him to be in the gall 
of bitterneſſe , Sir, although ſuch reproaches be to me 
very light , yet I wish that for your own ſouls good 
; you. 4 
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grace , and deſpiſe the glory of the work and cauſe 
of God that we have ſeen inthe land, to ſtrengthen 
the wicked in their wickedneſſe , & addeaMiitiontos 


Þ theſe whom for conſcience onely men do perſecute,are 
4 chara&ers of this wretched and woful ſtate > equal 


(if not worſe) to what appeared in him againſt whom 


' theſe words were firſt pronounced , whether your 


preceeding diſcourſe and ſubſequent ſtricture in this. 
place againſt the cauſe of God do partake of theſe 
evils I leave it with your ſelte, 

- Your laſt obſerve 1s upon my friends poſticript , 
occaſioned by the Bishop of St Andrews his affirming 


J inaſermon that the ſubjeds lives were more the Kings 


then their own , andjhis paſſage ſo moves your ſpleen z 
that it is evident you refolye to be behinde with um 
in nothing , andtherefore after you have chataRered 
him as inſolent , guilty of {rebellion , and ws 42) all 


the difference betwixt you and him is that what the 


—_ t would have done by St Andrewes _ 
imſelf ina juſt conſonancy to and punishment of his 
lying flattery > you would have the King for no cauſe 
to 1nflit on my friend as real demerit. But that which 
I concerne myſelfmoſt ro notice, is the mediumithac. 
you uſe to convince us of the truth of the Bishopspo- 


 fition , wiz. that becauſe a ſubje# committing a capital 


crime hath no right to be the executioner of juſtice on him- 
felf , therefore his life is more in the Kings power then in 
bis own but nor to differ with you about thir pitieful 
words which were that all mens lives are in the Kings 
hand and hold of him , what ever agreement or place 
theargument may haue as to the Bishop, and amongſt 
his complices, perſons its like conſcious of their own 


[| guilt, yetſure I am asall honeſt men are. without the 


compalle of ſuch a title, fo he muſt bea fool aſwell 
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$you would ſcriouſly ponder that to underyalhe- hi +56 
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gbe 2+g00d tenor of him-z the Bishop no doubt rhought he had 
paid a great complement apon bis Majeſty when by purting his 
life in Fl ag power he gave more unto him then he bath himlelf, 5 
but when you come to be his interpreter how ſtrangely do you miſe? 
fderve them both 2 che Brrbop by ſuppoſing him to be criminal , and fo # 


making him by right ro amitt whathe rhonght he had freely given , 4 
and the Kmmyg , by preſentinghim with nothing elſe then the forefei«. 


leiges; burleaving thele your follies which if they had eſcaped my | 
friend had-no donbt been lashed by you -as dull brfforries and the | 
conr/eſt of rallerte without either edge or pornt , the truth is our lives 
are nor our own ; all ſoules are mime ſaith the Lord , and therefore as 
we reirher can give them up abſ2lutely unto the Prince his arbitra- * 
ry diſpeſal , not hath the Lord even in the caſe of the moſt atro» | 
cions crime obliged the crimival ro be felo de ſeand his own execu- | 
tioner, {© all the power the Magiſtratcan pretend is onely founded | 
in the ſentence of righreous Law , by which the perſon guiltie, lo- 
ſing __ is therefore both by the will of God , and his owne 
conſent ſabjeQed ro the Magiffrats execution and how much this 
doth militat both againſt theBishops flatrerie and the prererfions of 
tyrannie all ſober men may preceive. 

(Thus Sir in place of your examining my friends book in bulk, evi- 
dent enough by the grofſencſſe of your reflexions, I have conſidered 
your Letter by retai/e, wherein I am aſſured yon will ſee that I have + 
omitted ro anſwer nothing except ſuch things as filence will beſt © 
reproye, What farisfation you will finde ir my reply dcpendeth | 
npon your ſelf : only in this I thirkI merit your acknowlegement 7 
that. by my. prevention I have. delivered you out of my friends 
hands , who probably wonld have ſearched you ont in a more ac- * 
curatwananer , if my ſincere endeavours sha'] produce to you any 
greater advantage , it is according to the ſerious deſire of one who |} 
though he hath no reaſon to be more , yet ſubſcriberh himſelf, 
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S1An, , 
| Your real well-wisher. | 
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Ag. 6. on 3. read ſufterings. Pag. 9.1. 3. r. enongh, p. xo: 
L xz. r-doing. P. 17. l 12. r. Skeens. Pp. 25. |. 2, I, this. | 
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